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From the Headmaster 
 
 
October 2008 
 
 
Dear Parents 
 
I am very pleased to be writing this introduction to the Sixth Form Prospectus. It 
contains a great deal of information about the GCE Advanced courses that we are 
offering in September 2008.  The Sixth Form Options Evening on 4th November and 
the Year 11 Parents’ Evening on 12th November are intended to help you to make an 
informed choice about the subjects you wish to study over the next two years.   
 
For those of you who are not members of King Edward VI School at present, I hope 
that this Prospectus tells you something about the school, and makes you want to 
know more.  If you do have any questions, the Head of the Sixth Form, Mr John 
Wood, will be only too pleased to talk to you. 
 
This Prospectus also explains the kind of advice and support you will receive 
throughout the two years, and the opportunities afforded by participation in sport, 
music, drama, Young Enterprise, voluntary service and very much more.  The Sixth 
Form marks a transition between school and university, and the knowledge and skills 
you acquire in these two years will prepare you for the world of further study and the 
world of work. 
 
I hope very much that you will want to be a member of the King Edward VI Sixth 
Form.  Membership implies responsibilities, as well as benefits, and is only suitable to 
a boy who is fully committed to his studies, and to the achievement of his academic 
goals.  If that is you, then you will have an exciting and rewarding two years. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Tim Moore-Bridger 
Headmaster 
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From the Head of Sixth Form 
 
The Staff would like to welcome you to the Sixth Form at K.E.S.  The next two years 
offer you many exciting opportunities which will prove rewarding as well as 
challenging.  You will take on a much greater workload than you have experienced in 
the past.  From the beginning of Year 12, you will be expected to study with 
increasing independence and self-reliance.  At the same time, you have the 
opportunity to take on new responsibilities and commitments which will help you 
develop skills you never suspected you possessed.  Within a caring, friendly and 
structured environment you will have the opportunity to realise your full potential 
both in your academic studies and in the ways in which you learn to relate to others – 
your peers, the staff and, crucially, the younger members of the school community. 
 
My own vision of a successful Sixth Form is a hard-working environment, where 
students have to organise their time effectively in order to ensure they can become 
involved in a broad range of activities; where both the academic and the extra-
curricular are valued and celebrated; where everything is underpinned by close 
pastoral guidance; a place which is characterised by tolerance, a spirit of intellectual 
enquiry, and a lot of laughter. 
 
The recent inspection of the school by Ofsted identified the Sixth Form as 
outstanding.  Here is a brief summary of their findings (September 2006):- 

 
Overall effectiveness of the school   Grade: 1 (Outstanding) 

 
Pupils in the sixth form, and the very few with learning difficulties or 
disabilities, make exceptional progress.  Teaching is good and outstanding in the 
sixth form.  Regular sport lessons, including in the sixth form, help to promote 
good levels of fitness and an appreciation of the value of physical exercise. 
 
Effectiveness and efficiency of the sixth form  Grade: 1 (Outstanding) 
 
Achievement is very good and students develop very high levels of analytical 
and evaluative skills.  They are constantly challenged and extended by 
outstanding teaching and learn very quickly.  Students develop as well-rounded, 
confident young men and a high percentage are successful in progressing to 
their first choice of university.  The guidance provided for this and for other 
post-school options is very good indeed. 
 
Achievement and standards    Grade: 1 (Outstanding) 
 
Students in the sixth form achieve extremely well and the percentages of high 
grades are both high and have improved over recent years.  Students in the sixth 
form make exceptionally good progress.  These include a cohort of students 
who join the school from other schools, some of whom have slightly lower 
starting points. 
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Care, guidance and support    Grade: 1 (Outstanding) 
 
Sixth Form students are encouraged to participate fully in the work and life of 
the school and act as excellent role models for the rest of the pupils. 
 
Leadership and management    Grade: 1 (Outstanding) 
 
The high level of achievement and outstanding quality of care of pupils are a 
direct result of very effective leadership and management.  The Head Teacher, 
supported by very able senior managers, successfully promotes a vibrant and 
creative learning atmosphere and a supportive and caring ethos. 

 
 

I hope you are attracted by the kind of student life outlined in this brochure, and 
decide you would like to be a part of it. 
 
 
 
John Wood 
Head of Sixth Form 
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UCAS  PROCEDURE 
 
It is normal at K.E.S. for the vast majority of Sixth Form students to apply for studies 
at Higher Education Institutions through the UCAS (Universities and Colleges 
Admissions Service) procedure. 
 
The timetable for this process culminates in the student’s application being forwarded 
to UCAS in the Michaelmas term of Year 13.  The time interval for applying to the 
majority of universities is from 1st September to mid-January of the following year 
(Oxbridge is by 15th October) but everyone knows that early applications benefit the 
student, and therefore we intend to send off all students’ applications by the 
October half-term. 
 
All applications are made online. 
 
The application form consists of a series of personal details about the student:  

• his choices of courses and institutions (5 choices normally, except 
Medical courses where only 4 choices are required) 

• his qualifications, including all GCSE and, if appropriate, AS 
examination results,  and his present studies 

• his employment history 
• a Personal Statement from the student 
• a reference signed by the Headmaster or the Head of Sixth Form.  

 
In the Personal Statement the students demonstrate that: 

• they have the intellectual ability to study further 
• they are motivated  and determined to complete a degree course 

successfully 
• they possess the interest and enthusiasm to study a particular subject in 

depth 
• they intend to contribute to the life of the university in other ways 
• they have developed personal skills through work experience, sports, 

hobbies, etc. which would support their success on the higher education 
courses to which they have applied.  

 
The reference is written by a single referee, using material from a range of sources.  
The following model is adopted: 

• academic achievement and potential 
• suitability and motivation for the chosen course 
• personal qualities 
• career aspirations 
• contributions to school life, positions of responsibility held 

 
Students are given advice about completing their UCAS form in the course of Year 12 
in Careers lessons, and through personal discussions with their referees.  Attending 
Open Days and University Workshops also gives the students an insight into what the 
H.E. Institutions are looking for. 
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Once completed the form is sent online to UCAS.   The Universities then use the 
information on the forms to make their decisions to give conditional offers to certain 
students.  The decision to interview students depends upon the individual institution 
but all students in the Sixth Form will have a comprehensive programme of interview 
skills and the opportunity to have a mock interview, followed up by a debrief, in the 
Michaelmas term of Year 13. 
 
Offers from the Universities start to be sent out in October and continue into the 
March of the following year.  Students then choose a first offer (CF) and an insurance 
offer (CI) from the various conditional offers which they may have received – their 
final choice must be made by the end of March. 
 
A recent development is the introduction of UCAS Extra. This enables applicants who 
find themselves without offers, or ‘non-committed’ for any other reason, to have an 
additional choice through UCAS. This means that applicants who are non-committed 
at an early stage in the cycle do not have to wait until Clearing to continue to seek a 
place. The Extra procedure operates from mid-March to the end of June. Institutions 
that have ‘vacancies’ list these on the UCAS website. Applicants who are eligible are 
automatically sent an ‘Extra Passport’ (rather like Clearing). The applicants can then 
contact institutions who may consider them.  
 
The results for AS and A2 courses are issued in mid August – students should attend 
the school in person and should avoid being away on holiday during this critical time.  
If the required grades are achieved then the student is automatically accepted to the 
university (CF or CI) and the process of admission to Halls of Residence, etc. can 
proceed.  If the student does not achieve the necessary grades for his first or insurance 
choice then he must decide on the route he wishes to follow at that stage.  He has a 
number of options: 

- to try to secure a place through Clearing, 
- to retake his GCE Advanced course at a college, 
- to consider alternative courses, 
- to undertake employment with or without training, 
- to take a year out and re-apply in the following year. 

 
Various members of staff are available on results day to give help and advice to the 
students.  Students should phone universities directly to clarify situations and all 
Clearing information is made available through the media. 
 
Oxbridge Applications 
 
Each year several Sixth Form students successfully apply to Oxford or Cambridge. 
These universities have a collegiate system and students select one of the colleges in 
their application.  Application, which can be made to only one of these institutions, is 
similar to other universities but it starts much earlier. Students use ucasapply and for 
many courses there is an additional test to be sat. 
 
Application to these universities is very competitive, and tutors select students who 
have the highest academic ability and can demonstrate outstanding potential, 
motivation and commitment for their proposed studies. 
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ENTRY TO THE  SIXTH  FORM  AT  K.E.S. 
 
 
For boys applying to enter the Sixth Form of KES from outside the school, we take 
into account predicted GCSE grades, a pupil’s confidential school reference, and an 
interview, before offering a place. 
 
The place offered is conditional on the achievement of particular GCSE grades. 
 
We expect a boy to achieve at least a grade B in the four subjects that he is going to 
take for AS level, and at least 5 A* - C grades. 
 
If a boy wishes to take a subject that he has not taken at GCSE, for example 
Economics or Classical Civilisation, at least a grade B in Mathematics or English is 
required. 
 

 
Pastoral Care And Learning  Support 
 
The Sixth Form should be seen as a staging post between the closely structured 
timetables of KS3and KS4 and the relative freedom that most pupils will experience 
in Higher Education.  To be successful in the Sixth Form and beyond you must be 
prepared to take greater responsibility for your own learning, the organisation of your 
time and resources, and for the consequences of your decisions. 
 
You are not, of course, expected to cope entirely on your own. There are several 
different systems of support available to you. You will develop a close working 
relationship with your Vertical Tutor and any problems that are experienced should be 
tackled immediately.  Each Tutor will spend time with you on an individual basis and 
has initial responsibility for ensuring the smooth and happy transition from GCSE to 
Sixth Form studies.  
 
 
Higher  Education  And  Careers  Advice 
 
The increasingly competitive and complex world of HE means that it is more than 
ever necessary to prepare students properly and enable them to make informed 
decisions.  We have developed a sophisticated programme of advice and support 
which should help you to make the right decisions. 
 
Mrs Berridge (Head of Careers) and the Careers Librarian are available to help and 
guide you through the information available.  This includes a programme of careers 
education and advice throughout the Sixth Form which enables you to discover where 
to find the required information, how to prepare your UCAS application, and how to 
match your abilities and interests to the courses available. This is complemented by a 
Careers Day with a programme of speakers on topics such as graduate recruitment 
and the GAP year, as well as specific career areas. A ‘mock’ interview with a panel 
made up of Old Boys of the school and members of the Stratford business community 
is arranged for every member of Year 13 who requests it. 
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There is a well-resourced Careers Library which contains all the necessary reference 
material, including prospectuses, videos and display material.  There is open access to 
this Library for all sixth formers. 
 
You are also provided with access to the Connexions Service, including interviews 
with the Personal Adviser, and the opportunity to complete computer-based 
questionnaires to obtain valuable information about possible career routes. 
 
 
Study  Facilities 

 
School  Library 
 
The School has a well-stocked Library which fully supports the Sixth Form 
curriculum. The Guildhall Library, on the ground floor, contains non-fiction and 
reference books; the Council Chamber Library, adjacent to Big School, includes a 
wide selection of fiction titles suitable for Sixth Form reading.  In addition to a total 
book stock of 10,000 volumes, the Library provides AV resources, CD-ROMs, 
information files, a photocopier, periodicals and newspapers.  The Library is linked to 
the IT Curriculum Network and has several Internet terminals.  The Library is fully 
computerised and an on-line catalogue (OPAC) is available for research purposes. 
The Guildhall Library has 40 study desks available to the Sixth Form for private study 
during free periods. An experienced Librarian (Mrs Lesley Watts) is on hand to help 
and advise the students. 
 
Common  Room 
 
Currently the sixth form has a Common Room which offers social facilities as well as 
a ‘quiet’ room for private study.  This area has recently been redeveloped to include 
additional facilities, among them a kitchen and an office for the Head of Sixth Form.  
A strong, well-supported Sixth Form Committee exists to consider changes in matters 
relating to the Sixth Form, to promote social events and to help with the running of 
the Common Room. 
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ENRICHMENT 

SIXTH FORM INDUCTION 
 

Monday 22nd  June and Tuesday 23rd  June 2009 
 
 

All prospective sixth formers attend for these two days immediately after their GCSE 
examinations. We have switched from a week to this shorter, more intense period in 
order to bring greater degree of focus to the information process.  
 
The aims are as follows: 
 

- to introduce new students to the school, staff and their peer group 
- to complete the return of all resources from Year 11 (Clearing) 
- to allow students to meet the teachers from their chosen subjects, and 

to receive information, specifications, reading lists, etc. 
- to initiate a respect and enthusiasm for the ethos and community spirit 

of the Sixth Form 
- to encourage the year group to work together on a group activity 

(Business exercise and logic quizes) 
- to explain the range of extra-curricular activities available to Sixth 

Form students 
- to familiarise the students with the routine of the Sixth Form 
- to impress on the students the demands and standards expected when 

they follow Sixth Form studies at K.E.S. 
 

Opportunities For Taking Responsibility 
 
The ethos at K.E.S. presumes that sixth formers will make a major contribution 
towards the running of many aspects of school life. This fosters and develops the 
essential connection between a sixth form and the rest of the school which is to 
everyone’s benefit. We want the younger boys to aspire to become members of a 
flourishing Sixth Form; in turn, the Sixth Form should be keen to lead, support and 
teach by example. To this end, sixth formers help to organise House events as House 
Prefects (sporting and other activities), help as librarians and as computer room 
supervisors.  Nominations are invited from both sixth formers and staff in the election 
of School Prefects – prestigious positions which involve increased responsibility and 
participation in the running of the School. 
 
Since 1998 a School Council has been operational.  Each form has one representative 
(and one deputy) on the Council and a Sixth Form student is appointed as Chairman.  
The Council meets every half-term to discuss issues of concern throughout the school 
and is responsible for proposing changes where appropriate. It was through the work 
of the School Council that the Sixth Form uniform policy was changed and Year 13 
were given the responsibility of being able to sign out and leave the school site at any 
time during the school day which did not involve lessons or registration. 
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The Sixth Form Assembly on Wednesday and Friday mornings is an opportunity for 
the two year groups to meet as a whole, and Year 13 meet on Tuesday mornings.  
Various speakers, from outside and within the school, are invited to address the Sixth 
Form on these occasions.  A particular highlight, however, is when the Sixth Form 
students themselves take responsibility and organise the Assembly – the variety and 
excellence of talent is impressive. 
 
Extra-Curricular  Activities 
 
There is an impressive range of extra-curricular activities which has been developed 
in recent years and already encompasses the DfEE’s reforms to enrich the post-16 
curriculum.  The games programme (detailed separately) offers an extensive range of 
activities, including the Sports Leadership course.   In addition to this, sixth formers 
are able to participate in drama productions (normally twice a year), musical events 
(once per term), voluntary social service, Quiz Leagues, Young Enterprise 
Companies, The Engineering Challenge, Duke of Edinburgh Scheme, Business Skills 
Days and residential visits.  Most recently we have introduced the teaching of 
Mandarin Chinese and Italian. We are also strongly represented on several of the 
Civic groups within Stratford-upon-Avon. 
 
Musical Activities 
 
For the musical newcomer to the school there is a large variety of thriving activities: 
 

- String Orchestra 
- Senior Orchestra 
- Concert Band 
- The King’s Brass 
- Choir 
- Jazz Bands 
- King Eddie’s Revival Jazz Band 
- Various small ensembles 

 
All players in the flourishing Concert Band, King’s Brass, Jazz Band and Senior 
Orchestra are around Grade 6 and above. The Senior Orchestra is run jointly with the 
Girls’ Grammar School.  All these ensembles, and the Choir, rehearse weekly and 
perform regularly throughout the year. The school is justly proud of its long tradition 
of collaboration between the music, drama and art departments. There are many 
opportunities to perform and display. 
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Year 13 - A Level Examinations 2008

Entries A B C D E U %A/B
Art 5 1 4 0 0 0 0 100.0%

Biology 13 5 5 2 1 0 0 76.9%

Chemistry 25 13 6 4 2 0 0 76.0%

Classical Civilisation 4 0 3 1 0 0 0 75.0%

Design Technology 7 5 1 1 0 0 0 85.7%

Economics 22 9 7 2 4 0 0 72.7%

English 25 11 8 3 3 0 0 76.0%

French 4 2 1 1 0 0 0 75.0%

General Studies 69 10 16 29 11 3 0 37.7%

Geography 5 1 3 1 0 0 0 80.0%

German 4 2 2 0 0 0 0 100.0%

History 24 7 9 7 1 0 0 66.7%

Mathematics 43 26 11 5 1 0 0 86.0%

Further Mathematics 10 6 3 0 1 0 0 90.0%

Statistics 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 100.0%

Music 5 2 0 2 1 0 0 40.0%

Philosophy 15 3 4 5 3 0 0 46.7%

Physics 28 19 4 3 2 0 0 82.1%

Spanish 4 2 1 0 1 0 0 75.0%

Theatre Studies 5 0 2 2 1 0 0 40.0%

Year 12 - AS Examinations 2008

Entries A B C D E U %A/B
Art 6 1 3 1 1 0 0 66.7%

Biology 8 4 2 1 0 0 1 75.0%

Chemistry 27 16 1 6 1 2 1 63.0%

Computing 3 0 2 1 0 0 0 66.7%

Critical Thinking 25 10 9 4 1 1 0 76.0%

Design Technology 10 2 4 1 3 0 0 60.0%

Economics 47 20 8 12 4 2 1 59.6%

English 18 4 3 6 4 1 0 38.9%

French 6 0 2 3 1 0 0 33.3%

General Studies 66 13 17 20 10 6 0 45.5%

Geography 17 12 3 1 1 0 0 88.2%

German 4 1 2 0 1 0 0 75.0%

Greek 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 100.0%

History 22 7 6 8 1 0 0 59.1%

Latin 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 100.0%

Mathematics 57 27 18 4 2 2 4 78.9%

Further Mathematics 3 1 1 0 1 0 0 66.7%

Music 8 6 2 0 0 0 0 100.0%

Philosophy 10 0 3 3 1 1 2 30.0%

Physics 39 15 6 9 5 1 3 53.8%

Spanish 5 0 2 1 2 0 0 40.0%

Theatre Studies 6 0 2 2 1 1 0 33.3%

Percentage of these pupils who achieved each of the following points scores:

0-270 271-540 541-810 811-1080 1081-1350 1351+
4 41 43 12

A Level Points:     A  270      B   240      C   210      D   180      E   150

Number of pupils in Year 13 entered for 2 or more GCE A Levels or the AS equivalent   75
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LEAVERS’ DESTINATIONS SEPTEMBER 2008 
 
 

Kieran Ford Aberystwyth (2009) International Politics/The Third World 
Mark Brown Bath Maths 
Tom Johnson Bath Mechanical Engineering 
Tom Laight Bath (2009) Mechanical Engineering 
Umito Choji Birmingham Economics 
Max Crane Birmingham Engineering with Business 

Management 
Mark Nichols Birmingham Classical Civilisation & Literature 
Christopher Packard Bournemouth Accountancy 
Alex Anderson Bristol Physics 
Toby Crane Bristol Maths & Physics 
Jamie Ivings Bristol Computer Science 
James Neailey Bristol Chemistry & Physics 
Alex Oliver Bristol Chemistry 
Samuel Nava Cambridge (Emmanuel) Medicine 
David Twigg Cambridge (Gonville & 

Caius) 
Natural Sciences 

Patrick Navein Cardiff English Literature 
Christopher Stanley Cardiff Physics & Astronomy  
Jack Stowe Central Lancashire (2009) English Literature 
SerjarnPaddan Coventry Masters Engineering 
Tim Powell Edinburgh Psychology 
Christopher Barnes Exeter General Engineering 
Dominic Grellier Exeter Economics 
Tom Prestwich Exeter Biochemistry 
David Wyatt Heythrop College, London Theology 
Tom Wesby Imperial College London Geophysics 
Robert Busiakiewicz King’s College London Music 
Zachary Nash King’s College London Medicine 
Callum Wilkinson King’s College London Physics & Philosophy 
Thomas Bridgewater Leeds  Civil & Environmental Engineering 
Scott Hilliard Liverpool Maths & Computer Science 
George Smart Loughborough Industrial Design & Technology 
David Euinton Manchester Architecture 
Jonathan Penny Manchester Medicine 
Roger Kingston Newcastle Accounting & Finance 
Henry Buckingham Nottingham (2009) Economics 
Gareth Flynn Plymouth Architecture 
Liam Harkin Plymouth Architecture 
Simon Lee Plymouth Architecture 
Sebastian Wassell Plymouth Economics 
James Weatherhead Plymouth Architecture 
Nathan Holdbrook Royal Veterinary College Bioveterinary Sciences 
Chris Blowey Sheffield Chemical Engineering 
Shuo Jiang Sheffield Biochemistry 
James Kay Sheffield Business & Management 
Robert Taylor Sheffield Physics 
James Dargan Southampton Medicine 
Timothy Traynar Southampton Mechanical Engineering 
Matthew Webb Southampton Economics & Actuarial Sciences 
Matthew Cowen Southampton (2009) Physics with Astronomy 
Alex Esslemont Surrey French & Spanish 
Joshua Restall-Orr Surrey Maths 
Jack Garner Swansea French, Spanish with Business 

Studies 
Callam Green UEA English Literature 
Gareth Shuttleworth UEA Medicine 
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Hamish Jackson UEA (2009) American & English Literature 
Alex Tweedy SOAS London Anthropology  
Charles Lindlar University of the Arts 

London 
Journalism 

Alexander Ayton Warwick German with French 
Alex Ormiston Warwick English Literature 
Christopher 
Montanaro 

York Politics & Philosophy 

Alexander Simon York History of Art 
Damian Storey York English Literature 
Harry Bercis York (2009) Bus, Accounting, Finance & 

Management 
Luke Sandford York (2009) Politics, Philosophy & Economics 
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COMMENTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE SIXTH FORM 
 
 
“When I arrived at K.E.S. Sixth Form I knew very few people there. Teachers, pupils, 
buildings; all was new and unfamiliar.  Despite this I found myself made very 
welcome and quickly adapted to the new mode of life. Even for someone living as far 
away as I do (Banbury), the benefits of making the long journey to Stratford each day 
soon became apparent.  Along with extremely good teaching there is a lot of music 
going on in which I have become involved.  It is of a very high standard and as well 
as the Concert Band in which I play the bassoon, there is a joint orchestra with the 
girls’ school in Shottery, a Big Band, King Eddie’s Revival Jazz Band and much 
more.  Other extra-curricular activities include Young Enterprise, a great way to 
experience running a business first-hand, and a whole range of sports such as rugby, 
fencing, football and basketball.” 
 
“I joined K.E.S. at the beginning of sixth form.  Joining at this stage came as a 
fearsome prospect to me knowing that all the other boys had been here since year 7.  
However, within a couple of months it felt as though I was part of the school and that 
I had also been here for a lot longer than a month or two.  I chose to join K.E.S. as I 
knew of its great historical background as well as knowing the great academic and 
extra-curricular achievements it experiences.  During the first sixth months of the 
Lower Sixth I was chosen to be a Prefect, as elected by my teachers and peers.  This 
obviously gave me an immense confidence boost knowing that I had been selected, as 
this is an important role of responsibility and it showed how accepting the school had 
been to me.  K.E.S. was obviously the right choice for me as I gained 4 A’s at AS 
level and I am enjoying my time here greatly.” 
 
“When I was in Year 11 there was no doubt in my mind that I wanted to stay on at 
K.E.S. in the sixth form.  The teaching staff are very supportive and always willing to 
help if you are struggling.  There is a wide range of extra-curricular activities during 
the lunch hour and after school.  I have been particularly interested in the drama and 
music-based events which are a central part of life at K.E.S.  Having been in one 
school play, King Lear, I realised I wanted to continue to play an active role in the 
vibrant Drama Department and to be involved in the varied music concerts. 
Altogether, life in the Sixth Form at K.E.S. is demanding but enjoyable.” 
 
“Sixth Form at K.E.S. is not like most other sixth forms. The small number of boys 
and the small site creates a different atmosphere to most other institutions. You know 
everyone in your year and almost everyone in the year above. Apart from the five 
subjects you will study at AS (four choices and general studies), there is a huge range 
of extra-curricular activities.  Sport is very important with a wide range of sportsmen, 
especially rugby players.  There is an annual play involving actors from K.E.S. and 
Shottery.  There are also a number of clubs including the Debating Club when boys 
from a range of years meet at lunchtime and practise organised debating.  Most boys 
take part in debating competitions such as the Mace tournament.  K.E.S. offers a huge 
number of opportunities for boys to excel in whatever they choose to do and very few 
talents are wasted.” 
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QUESTIONS FROM STUDENTS CONCERNING STUDYING GCE 
ADVANCED COURSES AT K.E.S. 

 
 
1.   What are the regulations for attendance, uniform and supervision of study 
time? 
 
A Sixth Form Agreement is in operation and this document, which was drawn up after 
consultation with staff and students, addresses a number of relevant issues and makes 
it clear what you can expect from KES during your time in the Sixth Form, and also 
what the school can expect from you.  A copy of the Agreement is available on the 
School website. Attendance is monitored, and a letter from home explaining the 
circumstances should cover any absences.  Students register in their Sixth Form 
registration groups at 8.50am each day and they sign out (and back in) on the sheet 
held in the School Office if they leave the school site during lesson time.  Sixth Form 
students do have their own prescribed uniform and are expected to be neat and tidy in 
their appearance at all times; they should be aware of their responsibility to give a 
good example to the junior students and to promote the image of the school to the 
general public.  In certain instances an Upper Sixth Form Tutor will organise private 
study in the Library for anyone in the form who requires extra work in a subject or 
help with organising their workload. 
 
2.   How much homework is required each week in the Sixth Form? 
 
Sixth Form studies are very demanding, and coursework or projects can place extra 
pressures on a student at different times throughout the year. However, in general 
terms it is considered that each of the AS subjects studied requires a minimum of 4 
hours per week of study at home (a total of 16 hours per week) - this is in addition to 
the study times spent at school.  This time is not always spent producing essays or 
written work to be handed in but frequently it is necessary to make notes from 
numerous texts of reference and to read and research into specific topics. 
 
3.   What are the recommendations for part-time employment for Sixth Form 
students? 
 
There are enormous benefits for students to undertake some form of employment 
during their time at school – personal and social skills can be developed, experience 
of the working world can be gained and financial independence achieved.  However, 
there has been substantial research into the effects of part-time employment on 
students’ performances at ‘A’ level in the past and it is recognised that working for 9 
hours or more during a week can have a detrimental effect on the examination 
outcome by as much as one grade per subject. We would expect students, therefore, to 
have given up all part-time employment in the Upper Sixth Form – since all subjects 
are now modular and they require consistent effort and concentration so that part-time 
work in the Lower Sixth Form should also be kept to a minimum.   If students are 
planning to build their financial backing for when they start university, it should be 
taken into account that most examinations will have finished by the beginning of July 
of their Upper Sixth Form year so that there are 3 clear months before the start of the 
university term when substantial amounts of money can be earned with careful 
planning. 
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4.   Does KES share any subject teaching with other schools? 
 
Yes, K.E.S. is now part of the post-16 collaborative arrangements.  As a result, boys 
in the Sixth Form and students from the other secondary institutions in Stratford may 
elect to study for one of their subjects at a different venue (Stratford upon Avon 
Grammar School for Girls; Stratford upon Avon High School; Stratford College). 
 
5.   What are the sizes of Sixth Form classes; is there a required minimum 
number for an Advanced course to run? 
 
The size of class varies according to the demand for that subject but teaching is 
normally limited to a maximum of 20 in a Sixth Form group.  If there is a large 
demand for a subject, more than one group is established and the numbers are kept 
below 15 in a group.   The school has been committed in the past to providing 
teaching for ‘A’ level subjects no matter how few students wish to study a specific 
subject. 
 
 
 
If there are any other questions you wish to ask or points which you feel need 
clarification, then please do not hesitate to contact the school – telephone 01789 
293351 or fax 01789 293564.  Alternatively email wood.j3@we-learn.com 
 
 
 
 
John Wood 
Head of Sixth Form 
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SIXTH FORM AT K.E.S. 

 
The Staff would like to welcome you to the Sixth Form at K.E.S.  The next two 
years offer many exciting opportunities to you which can be both rewarding as 
well as challenging.  You will be expected to take on a much greater workload 
than you have been used to in the past, study with increasing independence and, 
at the same time, take on responsibilities and commitments which require 
maturity and a greater depth of understanding for the rest of the community to 
which you belong. 
 
By taking the decision to study AS and A2 courses at K.E.S. you are embarking on an 
exciting and very important part of your life.  Decisions that you make will have a 
profound effect on the rest of your life.  Within a caring, friendly and structured 
environment you will have the opportunity to realise your full potential both in your 
academic studies and in your wider development, socially, emotionally, physically, 
spiritually – in many directions.  At K.E.S. we recognise that each individual student 
has a role to play and particular skills to offer and to develop. 

 
SIXTH FORM AGREEMENT 

 
The aim of the Sixth Form Agreement is to establish what you, as a student, can 
expect as your entitlement during your time in the Sixth Form at K.E.S. and in turn, 
what the school will expect from you. 
 
You should realise that you will be undertaking a firm commitment: 

to high academic studies and standards,  
to behaviour which will be a good example to the rest of the school, 
to a positive contribution and involvement in school life in general and in 
particular to the ethos of the Sixth Form, and to the local community as a 
whole. 
 

As a member of the Sixth Form at K.E.S. you have the following 
entitlements:- 
 
• Continual support and guidance from your Vertical/Form Tutor, both 

informally and through individual interviews when specific progress can be 
discussed and action plans established.  Interviews may take place at any time 
at the specific request of the student, parents or a member of staff. 

 
• Teaching of academic subjects to high standards by well qualified staff.  Work 

set will be marked promptly and staff will be available for constructive advice 
and comments on the standard of the work.  Written reports on a student’s 
progress will be given throughout the two years and a Parents Evening in both 
Sixth Form years will be held which you are invited to attend with your 
parents.  

 
• Opportunities to take on roles of responsibility both within the Sixth Form and 

the school as a whole as School Prefects, House Prefects, Mentors for Year 7 
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students, as members of the Sixth Form Committee, School Council and as 
Library and I.T. Supervisors. 

 
• Fair and respectful treatment from all members of the school community and 

the opportunity to express your views on school matters on various staff 
committees. 

 
• A wide range of extra-curricular activities will be available including: 

- Young Enterprise 
- Talking Newspaper 
- Sports: rugby, rowing, fencing, basketball, hockey, 

cricket, tennis, badminton, swimming, squash, 
volleyball, golf, five-a-side football (11-a-side football 
matches can be organised) 

- Voluntary work within school and the local community 
- General Studies course leading to an A Level grade 
- ‘Critical Thinking’ course leading to an AS grade 
- Work Experience  
- Drama productions, musical concerts and art exhibitions 
- School magazine and Sixth Form magazine 

contributions (Leavers’ Yearbook) 
- Clubs, Societies, School Trips 
- Sports Leadership – certificated course 
- LAMDA Public Speaking – certificated course 
- Engineering Education Scheme 
- Economics Challenges 
- Mandarin Chinese  
 

• A comprehensive Careers Education and Guidance programme delivered 
through scheduled lessons in the Lower Sixth including: 

- talks by visiting speakers from a variety of professions 
- advice on researching careers, courses, Universities and 

Open Days 
- open access to Careers Library facilities which offers up 

to date reference books, software and videos 
- interviews with the school’s Careers Adviser and 

Liaison Officers from the Armed Forces 
- structured guidance with applications to Higher 

Education Institutions by means of the UCAS process 
- Mock Interviews 
- Careers Day at KES when a number of representatives 

from a wide range of organisations hold workshops and 
discussion groups 

 
• Provision of a Sixth Form Centre with appropriate facilities of a suitably high 

standard that can be developed in accordance with the requirements of the 
Sixth Form students 

 
• Study facilities, including I.C.T. room and well stocked school library. 
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As a member of the Sixth Form at K.E.S. the school expects the 
following commitment from you: 
 
• To dress smartly in the school uniform at all times during the school day.  In 

the Sixth Form the uniform includes: 
- plain black or dark grey or blue suit or navy blazer 

and grey flannel trousers 
- plain white shirt in the Lower Sixth; plain coloured shirt 

may be worn in the Upper Sixth 
- Sixth Form tie (including Prefect and Sports ties) 
- plain black, grey or navy V necked jumper 
- black shoes, not boots or trainers 
- plain dark socks 
- plain dark overcoat or school fleece 
- hair is no longer than the top of the shirt collar and no 

extreme cut, colour or worn in braids 
- no jewellery, including body piercing is allowed 

           
• To study the courses you have chosen with commitment and to complete all 

work promptly and to the appropriate standard. A recommended average 
workload in Year 12 would be 4 hours per subject per week outside school 
time; in Year 13, when generally 3 A2 subjects are studied, an average of 18 
hours per week should be the aim.  You must not commit yourself to any part 
time work which may interfere with your academic studies in anyway.  It is 
recommended that you commit to no more than 8 hours part time work per 
week during the academic year. 

 
• To attend all registrations, assemblies and your timetabled lessons (including 

PSE, General Studies, Careers and Games).  Any student arriving late should 
sign in at the School Office. 

 
If you are ill you should inform the school office by 9.30am and you should 
also bring a note from your parents, addressed to your Registration Tutor, as 
soon as you return to school.  
 
If you have advanced notice of an absence (e.g. Open Day, Interview) then 
you should inform the Head of Sixth Form in a letter from your parents at least 
1 week in advance.  All subject tutors should be consulted and set work 
completed where appropriate. 
 
You are allocated 3 days during school time in the Lower Sixth year to visit 
University Open Days – other visits to universities should be made during 
holidays or weekends. 
 

• Y12 to remain on the school site during lesson times unless you have a study 
period during Period 9, in which case you may leave the school. (This does not 
apply on Games afternoons when students attend the whole of the required 
time.) 
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If you wish to leave the site during lesson times then you should request the 
permission of a member of staff and, for safety reasons, sign out and then back 
into the school on the sheet in the School Office.  No reasonable request is 
likely to be refused. We do expect responsible behaviour from you as a Sixth 
Form student. 

Y13 students can leave the school site during study periods having first signed 
out on the sheet held in the school office. 

 

• To undertake to attend and carry out any duties that may reasonably be 
requested of you as part of the life of the school.  

 

• To take your part in being responsible for the upkeep of the Sixth Form 
Centre; to ensure that you use the facilities in an appropriate manner having 
due respect for other students and for the building and contents.  This includes 
not playing music during lesson times and cleaning the rooms regularly, on a 
daily basis, especially after morning break and lunchtime.  

 

• In order to encourage the development of further facilities within the Sixth 
Form Centre students will be asked to make a voluntary donation of £25.00 
in the September of Year 12. This money will be used by the Sixth Form 
Committee to add appropriate facilities, according to the wishes of the 
majority of the Sixth Form students.  Obviously, individual students who 
cause damage to any items in the Sixth Form Centre will be expected to pay 
for the repair or the replacement of those items. 

 

• To behave at all times in a responsible and respectful way.  You should be 
aware of the fact that you are the senior students of the school and should, 
therefore, set a good example and high standards for the younger pupils 
and act as good ambassadors for the school. 

 

 

 

 

J.W. Wood 
Head of Sixth Form 
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KING EDWARD VI GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

 

SIXTH FORM AGREEMENT -  Academic Year  2009/2010 
 

STUDENT: 

 
•  I have read and understood the Sixth Form Agreement for the academic year 

 2009 /10. 
•  I agree with the entitlements which I can expect as a Sixth Form student at 

 K.E.S.  
•  I agree to undertake to fulfil the school’s expectations of my commitment 

 whilst I attend the Sixth Form. 
 

Name of Student (print) ………………………………………………… 

 

Signed: Student ………………………………………..Date: ……………......... 

 

  Head of Sixth Form …………………………   Date ……………......... 

 

PARENT / GUARDIAN: 

 

• I have read and understood the Sixth Form Agreement for the academic year 
2009/10 

• I agree with the entitlements for the student and the school’s expectation of the 
commitment of the student whilst they attend the Sixth Form at King Edward 
VI Grammar School, Stratford-upon-Avon. 

• I enclose a cheque for £25.00 (payable to the ‘Sixth Form Committee’) 
that I understand is a contribution to the Sixth Form Fund, which is to be used 
for the development of facilities within the Sixth Form Centre. 

 

Signed: Parent / Guardian …………………………… Date …………… 

 

 
Please return the signed Agreement Form, together with the 
contribution to the Sixth Form Fund to Mr J.W. Wood, Head of 
Sixth Form by 11th September, 2009.     
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ART 

 
Awarding Body :  OCR 
GCSE Recommendation:  A* - B 

 

This is to help you understand what is required of you should you choose Art A level 
(and I hope you do!). I could include the exam boards specification but it is wordy 
and long winded. (It is available from www.OCR.org.uk  click on ‘A-Z of 
qualifications’ on right of screen, then click on ‘Art and design AS/A level GCE for 
first teaching in 2008’.) 

AS ‘Candidates had benefited from an exceptionally lively course.’ A2 ‘All work was 

serious in intention and much personal commitment and vital research was evident.’  
Comments from the visiting OCR A Level Moderators report. 

The first, most important, thing to understand is that art is a practical, skills based 
activity and you get better at it by doing it. 

At A level the projects are generated by you and your interests. Your teachers are here 
to help you realise your ambitions and achieve the best grade possible. 

You will be allocated a space within the art hut which will allow you to leave things 
out and work outside of timetabled lessons; (lunchtime, free periods, after school by 
negotiation).  

You will be involved in making art – tangible things that can be seen and assessed. 
Ideas in your head are impossible for staff and moderators to assess.  

A level Art is divided into two. This division is an administrative rather than an 
educational one.  Some students regard each year as discrete entities whilst with 
others the work can run seamlessly from AS (yr12) into A2 (yr13). 

In both cases submissions for assessment are made at the end of each year. 

The Two Unit AS 

The Advanced Subsidiary GCE is both a ‘stand-alone’ qualification and also the first 
half of the corresponding Advanced GCE. 

The AS GCE is made up of two mandatory units that are internally marked and 
externally moderated and form 50% of the corresponding four-unit Advanced GCE. 

The Four Unit Advanced GCE 

The Advanced GCE is made up of two mandatory units at AS and two further units at 
A2.  These A2 units are also internally marked and externally moderated. 
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Summary of Content - AS Units 

1.  Coursework Portfolio 

You will produce a portfolio of work from starting points, topics or themes chosen by 
yourself in consultation with your teacher. 

The focus is on including work that shows exploration, research, acquisition of 

techniques and skills. 

There is an emphasis on development and experimentation in this unit, so you will be 
expected to show evidence of the creative process that takes you from initial idea/s to 
final piece/s. You will be expected to make references to the work of other artists in 
your coursework. 

This unit carries 60% of AS marks. 

2.  Controlled Assignment 

This is what we know as the ‘exam’. You will be given the list of starting points 6 
weeks before the Controlled Assignment session. During that time you are expected 
to produce a body of ‘back up’ work that shows the creative process, i.e. how you got 

from starting point to final piece. Your teachers can help you during this preparation 
time, so please keep them fully informed. 

You are allocated 5 hours to produce a piece of work that indicates your intentions, 
rather than to produce a finished piece. The emphasis at AS is on the process of 

planning development and experimentation rather than the completion of the final 

piece. You must relate your work to that of other artists. 

This unit carries 40% of AS marks. 

Summary of Content – A2 Units 

1.  Personal Investigation 

You are required to submit one major project that has personal significance. 

You will devise the starting point yourself, it may be an extension of your work at AS 
or may be entirely new. 

The project must include: 

evidence of planning and preparation; 

a related personal study of between 1000 and 3000 words; 

final pieces that show considered personal responses. 
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The project: 

must be a considered personal response; 

can range from one self-contained assignment to a clearly defined series or set of 
work; 

is not restricted in terms of size of individual pieces; appropriate materials or 
processes should be selected. 

This unit carries 30% of the total Advanced GCE marks. 

2.  Controlled Assignment 

This ‘exam’ is similar to the one at AS except that you are allocated 15 hours after 
your 6 week preparation time, and are expected to produce a final piece. During the 
preparation time you are expected to produce a body of ‘back up’ work that shows the 
creative process, i.e. how you got from starting point to final piece.  The ‘back up’ 
work must consist of a range of investigations or research studies, in which you 

clearly document the development of ideas, skills, techniques and cultural 

connections. Your teachers can help you during this preparation time, so please keep 
them fully informed. 

 Whilst it is still vital to show the creative process, you have been allocated 15hours 
‘exam’ time, so the final piece has become more important. 

This unit carries 20% of the total Advanced GCE marks.  

 

DONE PROPERLY, THIS IS HARD WORK. IT IS 
ABOUT SELF DISCOVERY AND EXPLORATION. 

IT IS DEMANDING, EXCITING AND REWARDING. 

YOU ARE MOST WELCOME. 

Please do not hesitate to talk with the Art staff if you want to know more. 
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BIOLOGY 

 
 
Awarding Body:    AQA  
GCSE Recommendations:  A* or A in Biology/Double Award Science.  A strong 
foundation in English and Maths is essential.   
 
 
The course follows AQA Biology specification, which is divided into 6 modules.  It is 
possible to study just one year and gain an ‘AS’ level, an appropriate contrast for 
Humanities / Arts students. 
 
Costs:  Students are expected to subscribe to Biological Sciences Review (about £12 
per year).  There will be at least one field trip of a week’s duration (about £320).  
Encouragement is given to attend revision seminars and vocational courses such as 
‘MEDLINK’ and ‘VETSIX’. 
 
The specific features of this course meet the needs and interests of typical ‘A’ level 
students at KES: those interested in careers in Genetics, Medicine/Veterinary Science 
and the Environment. 
 
 
GCE Advanced Course candidates (AS + A2) take all 6 modules, AS candidates take 
modules 1, 2 & 3. 
 
Module 1 Biology and Disease      (16%) 
 
Module 2 The Variety of Living Organisms    (24%) 
 
Module 3 Practical and Investigative Skills    (10%) 
 
 
    *********************** 
 
 
Module 4 Population and Environment     (16%) 
 
Module 5 Control in Cells and in Organisms    (24%) 
 
Module 6 Practical and Investigative Skills    (10%) 
 
 
The field Trip is a week’s residential in Snowdonia in November of the Upper Sixth.  
Topics will include:   Measurement of Air Pollution; Statistics; Zonation on a Rocky 
Shore; Measuring Water Pollution; Succession in a Sand Dune System; Sampling 
Theory; National Parks; Nature Reserves and S.S.S.Is. 
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                                                   CHEMISTRY 
 
Awarding Body:  AQA 
GCSE Recommendations:   Separate Chemistry:  A* or A 
                                         Dual Award Science:  A*A* or AA 
 
 
The GCE Advanced Course examination is divided into two parts: 
• Advanced Subsidiary (AS) - 50% of the total award 
• Advanced Level  (A2)  - 50% of the total award 
 
The Advanced subsidiary (AS) and the Advanced Level (A2) courses are modular (3 
modules each).  It is expected that the three AS modules will be completed by the end 
of the Lower Sixth, followed by the three A2 modules in the Upper Sixth. 
 
The aims of the specification should encourage candidates to: 
• Develop essential knowledge and understanding of the concepts of chemistry, and 

the skills needed for the use of these in new and changing situations. 
• Develop an understanding of the link between theory and experiment. 
• Be aware of how advances in information technology and instrumentation are 

used in chemistry. 
• Bring together knowledge of ways in which different areas of chemistry relate to 

each other. 
 
 
Advanced Subsidiary  (AS)  
 
Unit 1 Foundation Chemistry 1    (sat January of L6th) 
• Atomic Structure 
• Amount of Substance 
• Bonding 
• Periodicity 
• Organic Chemistry 
• Alkanes from Crude Oil 
1¼ hour written paper  33⅓% AS    16⅓% Advanced Level 
 
Unit 2 Chemistry in Action     (sat June of L6th) 
• Kinetics (Reaction Rate) 
• Oxidation and reduction 
• Redox Reactions of Halogens and Halide ions 
• Extraction of metals 
• Alkenes and Haloalkanes 
1¾ hour written paper  46⅔ % AS    23⅔% Advanced Level 
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Unit 3 Investigative and Practical Skills   (sat June of L6th) 
• Making observations and measurements 
• Analysing and evaluating results 
Teacher assessment of practical skills done in routine class practicals. 
(12 marks) 
Teacher assessment of Investigative skills (ISA) – assignments set by AQA 
(38 marks) 

20% AS 10 % Advanced Level 
 
Advanced Level (A2) 
 
Unit 4 Kinetics, Equilibria and Organic Chemistry (sat January of U6th) 
• Kinetics    (Rate of Reaction) 
• Equilibria 
• Acids and Bases 
• Naming and Isomerism in Organic Chemistry 
• Carbonyl compounds 
• Aromatic Chemistry 
• Amines 
• Amino Acids 
• Polymers 
• Spectroscopy (Organic Synthesis and Analysis) 
1¾ hour written paper  20% Advanced Level 

Unit 5 Energetics, Redox and Inorganic Chemistry (sat June of U6th) 
• Thermodynamics 
• Periodicity 
• Redox Equilibria 
• Transition Metals 
• Inorganic chemistry in Aqueous Solution 
1¾ hour written paper  20% Advanced Level 
 
Unit 6 Investigative and Practical Skills   (sat June of U6th) 
• Making observations and measurements 
• Analysing and evaluating results 
Teacher assessment of practical skills done in routine class practicals. 
(12 marks) 
Teacher assessment of Investigative skills (ISA) – assignments set by AQA 
(38 marks) 

10 % Advanced Level 
 
 



 28 

 
CLASSICAL CIVILISATION 

 
Awarding Body:  AQA 
GCSE Recommendation:  A*-B in English or History 
 
 
AS Outline 
 
At AS Candidates will be introduced to two significant aspects of the classical world 
from a wide choice of topics in the areas of art, history, politics and literature. 
Candidates study primary sources, including texts in translation and physical 
evidence. Topics combine elements from more than one of these areas. 
 
Unit 1 
A topic on Athenian Democracy or the Life and Times of Cicero. 
Assessment: Written Paper: 1 hour 30 minutes. 
Candidates answer one structured, source-based question (from a choice of two) and 
one short essay. 
 
Unit 2  
A topic on Homer’s Odyssey 
Assessment as for Unit 1. 
 
 
A2 Outline 
 
At A2, candidates study two further significant aspects of the classical world. An 
understanding of the links between different central elements of study is expected, 
and all topics encourage candidates to a greater understanding of the cultural, 
religious, social and political values of the classical world. 
 
Unit 3 
A topic on Greek Tragedy or Greek History (The Persian Wars) 
Assessment: Written Paper: 1 hour 30 minutes. 
Candidates answer one structured, source-based question (from a choice of two) and 
one essay (from a choice of two) on their chosen topic. The source-based question 
will be worth 35 marks. The essay will be worth 40 marks. 
 
Unit 4 
A topic on Roman Epic 
Assessment as for Unit 3. 
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                                                   COMPUTING 
 
 
Awarding Body: OCR 
GCSE Recommendations: A*, A in Maths (GCSE ICT not necessary) 
 
 
Computing? A little bit geeky? Yes. A little bit difficult? Yes. Undeniably cool? Oh 
yes. 
 
If you are constantly asking “What if I change this?” and “How does it work?” 
questions when typing up your GCSE coursework, then AS Level Computing may be 
the perfect choice for you. You’ll learn all about the hardware and software that make 
up a typical computer system and what really goes on inside those chips and circuit 
boards. You’ll learn how to design and write real computer programs and how to spot 
errors in all those dodgy freeware games you insist on running on your dad’s laptop. 
Even better, you’ll learn all about the latest cutting edge technology and possibly be 
inspired to becoming the next Charles Babbage or Tim Berners-Lee. 
 
AS Level consists of 2 units: 
 Computer Fundamentals 

This unit gives a broad overview of Computing Science, looking at the 
elements of a computer system (hardware/software/operating systems), the 
structure and nature of data and the implications of computer use. Assessment 
is through a 90 minute end of unit exam consisting mostly of short answer 
questions. 

 
 Programming Techniques and Logic 

This unit focuses on designing, creating and evaluating computer programs. A 
variety of practical tasks are covered in different computer languages. 
Assessment is through a 90 minute end of unit exam consisting mostly of 
medium to longer answer questions. 
 

 
A2 Level consists of a further 2 units:  
 Advanced Computing Theory 

This unit revisits some earlier topics such as Operating Systems, computer 
architecture and data representation in greater depth. Students also examine 
the role and importance of databases to commerce and business. Assessment is 
through a 2 hour end of unit exam consisting mostly of short answer questions. 

 
 Practical Computing Project 

Students research and design a reasonably complex information system and 
create a working program or database system to solve a real-world problem. 
The project and accompanying documentation forms the assessment for this 
unit.  

 
Career Prospects: Many students go on to study Computer Science or ICT at 
university level or seek employment-based training within a software or IT company. 
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CRITICAL THINKING    (AS) 

 
Awarding Body:   OCR 
 
Students take Critical Thinking or General Studies in the Lower Sixth; some do 
manage to take both.  During the Lower Sixth students have two lessons a week.   
 
 
Critical Thinking isn’t like other subjects you may be thinking of taking in the Sixth 
Form.  It doesn’t involve learning any facts; as the title suggests, it is learning how to 
think and reason, as well as how to write in a coherent and logical way. 
 
Though these skills are particularly applicable to subjects such as English, History 
and Law, taking Critical Thinking would be beneficial for any student.  It shows that 
you have attained a national standard in skills which will be prized by universities and 
employers alike.  Critical Thinking is increasingly being seen as a valuable additional 
qualification, especially at Oxford and Cambridge.  The Civil Service and Bar exams 
test the same skills. 
 
During the course, you might work from a variety of materials, from newspaper 
articles to current affairs programmes.  You will be asked to discuss them and draw 
conclusions about the way arguments are presented.  You might have to decide, 
according to the evidence put forward which side of an argument you believe, and 
what sources of information you would see as reliable.  You will learn how to set out 
your conclusions clearly, in writing, and explain how you reached them. 
 
Critical Thinking is offered as an Advanced Subsidiary (AS) GCE.  There are two 
components.  
 
Unit 1:  Introduction to Critical Thinking has structured questions based on two or 
more passages. 
 
Unit 2:  Assessing and Developing Argument, has multiple-choice questions and 
questions based on a passage containing an argument. The course can be studied in 
addition to a normal academic AS programme of study in Year 12. 
 
 
Up to date information can be found at www.ocr.org.uk 
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 

PRODUCT DESIGN 
 
Awarding Body:   Edexcel 
GCSE Recommendation: A*, or A  
 
Advanced GCE Design and Technology is designed to be either a complementary 
subject to Mathematics, Physics, Art and Design at A or AS level, or to be a 
contrasting subject with English, History, Geography and Modern Languages. 
 
Advanced GCE Design and Technology aims to provide an opportunity for students 
to develop their own creativity, capability and entrepreneurial skills, apply knowledge 
and understanding to a range of technological activities and to develop critical 
thinking and collaborative skills. 
 
• The AS represents the first half of an Advanced GCE course and contributes 50% 

to the specification content, which is the foundation for the A2 year. 
 
• The A2 represents the second half of the Advanced GCE course and contributes 

the other 50% of the specification content, which builds on the first year work to 
achieve the full Advanced GCE standard. 

 
Candidates must follow the AS course before progressing to A2. 
 
 
AS - Summary of Scheme of Assessment 
 
There are two units of assessment, one unit is assessed by internal marking and 
external moderation and one unit is externally assessed by examination. 
 
Unit 1 Portfolio of Creative Skills   60% AS  :  30% of the total GCE 
 
Content summary:  
In this unit students are given the opportunity to develop their creative, technical and 
practical skills through a series of product investigation, design and manufacturing 
activities. 
 
Students will produce one portfolio with three distinct sections which will 
demonstrate their creativity and flair when investigating, designing and making 
product(s).  Ideally different products should be chosen for the three distinct sections 
as students are not being asked to carry out one large design and make exercise but 
three smaller and more focused tasks which build up to provide a detailed portfolio of 
their skills. 
 
The student will produce one portfolio that contains evidence for all three distinct 
sections.  It is important that all stages of the manufacturing process are photographed 
in order to evidence that the product is complete, expertly made, well finished, etc. 
 
Assessment: Internal marking and external moderation. 
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Unit 2 Design & Technology in Practise   40% AS  :  20% of the total GCE 
 
Content summary:  
In this unit students will develop a knowledge and understanding of a wide range of 
materials and processes used in the field of design and technology. 
 
It is important for students, as designers, to learn about materials and processes so that 
they can develop a greater understanding of how products can be designed and 
manufactured. 
 
Students will also learn about industrial and commercial practices, and the importance 
of quality checks and the health and safety issues that have to be considered at all 
times. 
 
Assessment: 1 hour 30 minute examination set and marked by Edexcel. 
 
The paper will be a question and answer booklet, consisting of short-answer and 
extended-writing type questions, all of which are compulsory. 
 
 
A2 – Summary of Scheme of Assessment 
 
There are two units of assessment, one unit is externally assessed by examination and 
one unit is assessed by internal marking and external moderation. 
 
Unit 3 Designing for the Future       40% A2  :  20% of the total GCE 
 
Content summary:   
In this unit students will develop their knowledge and understanding of a range of 
modern design and manufacturing practices and contemporary design issues.  The 
modern designer must have a good working knowledge of the use of ICT and systems 
and control technology in the design and manufacture of products.  They must also be 
aware of the important contributions of designers from the past which may provide 
inspiration for future design. 
 
It is increasingly important that students develop an awareness of the impact of design 
and technological activities on the environment.  Sustainable product design is a key 
feature of modern design practices. 
 
Assessment: 2 hour examination paper set and marked by Edexcel. 
 
The paper will be a question and answer booklet, consisting of short-answer and 
extended-writing type questions, all of which are compulsory. 
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Unit 4 Commercial Design    60% A2  :  30% of the total GCE 
 
Content summary: 
In this unit students are given the opportunity to apply the skills they have acquired 
and developed throughout this course of study, to design and made a product of their 
choice that comply with the requirements of a resistant materials technology product. 
 
In order to reach high attainment levels, students must adopt a commercial design 
approach to their work, reflecting how a professional designer might deal with a 
design problem and its resolution. 
 
The choice of design problem should have a real commercial use, in that it should be 
useful to a wider range of users beyond an individual, unless it has been specifically 
commissioned as a ‘one-off’.  The design problem should provide opportunities for a 
client or user-group to have input into decision making at various stages of the design 
and make process. 
 
Assessment: Internal marking and external moderation. 
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DRAMA AND THEATRE STUDIES 

 
Awarding Body: AQA 
 
 
GCSE Recommendation: The study of G.C.S.E. Drama is a good preparation for 
undertaking this course. However, it is not an essential qualification. Success at 
G.C.S.E. English and English Literature would be an equally good guide. 
 
 
This course encourages a detailed appreciation of the nature of the dramatic arts 
through practical exploration, textual study and theoretical analysis. Assessment is by 
means of both practical work (40%) and terminal examination (60%) at both AS and 
A Level. 
 
The course is demanding, both practically and academically; candidates are expected 
to study, produce and attend a wide range of theatrical experiences. Successful 
candidates will demonstrate at all times a clear understanding of the demands of 
working in a group by showing a perceptive understanding of how work in progress 
may be taken forward. The theatre enthusiast will thoroughly enjoy this course; our 
location alone makes it quite irresistible! 
 
 
Summary of Subject Content  
 
AS Modules: 
 
Candidates will gain a knowledge and understanding of theatre practice through their 
own engagement with the medium as both participant and informed audience 
member. Candidates will develop performance skills appropriate to the creation and 
realisation of drama and theatre. 
 
• Module 1 – Live Theatre Production Seen and Prescribed Play 
 
Candidates will respond to live theatre seen during the course. They will interpret one 
set play from a performance perspective. Assessment for this module will take the 
form of a written paper, externally set and moderated, lasting one hour and thirty 
minutes. 
 
• Module 2 – Presentation of an Extract from a Play 
 
Candidates will work in groups to produce an extract of a play, chosen by them. Their 
study of an influential director, designer, theatre company or theatre practitioner will 
inform the final performance. Assessment for this module will take the form of a 
performance, preparatory, development work and supporting notes, internally 
assessed and externally moderated. 
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A2 Modules:  
 
Candidates will build upon the practical skills acquired at AS by demonstrating a 
more advanced level of performance, the ability to think independently, make 
judgements and refine their work in the light of research. They will build upon the 
knowledge and understanding acquired at AS by analysing the ways in which 
different production and performance elements are brought together to make theatre.  
 
• Module 3 – Further Prescribed Plays including Pre-Twentieth Century 
 
Candidates study two set pieces of drama. One is a pre-twentieth century play. The 
other may be a twentieth century play or a piece of contemporary drama. Assessment 
for this module will take the form of a written paper, externally set and moderated, 
lasting two hours. 
 
• Module 4 – Presentation of Devised Drama 
 
Candidates will research a theatrical style, chosen by them. This work will inform 
their development and presentation of devised drama. Assessment for this module will 
take the form of a performance, preparatory, development work and supporting notes, 
internally assessed and externally moderated. 
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ECONOMICS 

 
Awarding Body:  AQA 
GCSE Recommendation:  A*/A in Mathematics 
 
Economics is a highly popular and well-respected A Level choice – indeed many boys 
go on to study it at university.  A strong background in mathematics is essential, 
particularly at A2, and a good grasp on English is required because students need to 
be able to express ideas at length. The course is an interesting mix of complex theory, 
real world study and the development of opinion and argument.  Students will learn to 
apply what they have learned in the classroom to the burning news topics of the day.  
For anyone with an interest in current affairs or anyone interested in developing an 
understanding of the world around them, then this is an ideal course. 
 
Assessment 
 
Two exams in Year 12.  Exams are a mixture of multiple choice questions and one 
data response question.  Exams are 1 hour 15 minutes in length. 
 
Two exams in Year 13.  Exams are a mixture of data response and essay questions.  
Exams are 2 hours in length.  
 
The course contains four modules: – 
 
AS – YEAR 12 
 
Module One  –  Markets And Market Failure 
 
Key topics include –  

• the nature of economic activity 
• objectives of individuals, firms and governments 
• production possibility diagrams 
• demand and supply and equilibrium 
• elasticities 
• analysis of real world markets, eg agriculture, housing, sport, etc. 
• role of prices 
• production and efficiency 
• market failure; public goods; merit goods; externalities; monopoly; inequality 
• government intervention and government failure 

 
 
Module Two  –  The National Economy 
 
Key topics include – 

• macroeconomic indicators 
• the economic cycle 
• circular flow and AD/AS analysis 
• objectives of government economic policy 
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• economic growth 
• inflation/deflation 
• employment/unemployment 
• Balance of Payments 
• macroeconomic policies; fiscal, monetary, supply-side 

 
A2 – YEAR 13 
 
Module Three  -  Business Economics And The Distribution Of Income 
 
Key topics include –  

• costs, revenue and profits 
• scale of production 
• model of perfect competition 
• monopoly and oligopoly 
• contestable markets 
• labour market theory 
• distribution of income and wealth 
• government intervention 
• Cost-Benefit Analysis 

 
Module Four  –  The National And International Economy 
 
Key topics include –  

• use of macroeconomic indicators 
• macroeconomic policies and models 
• Bank of England 
• globalisation 
• trade and trade policy 
• exchange rate systems 
• the European Union (EU) 

 
Modules Three and Four are synoptic and build upon the work covered in Modules 
One and Two. 
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ENGLISH LITERATURE 

 
 
GCSE Recommendation:  A* or A in English and English Literature; although B 
grades in English at GCSE have proved a sufficient basis in the past for a decent pass 
grade at A Level. 
 
 
 
We have decided at Sixth Form Level in English to opt for the new 
 

Cambridge International Examinations Pre-U Certificate 
LITERATURE IN ENGLISH 

 
In other words, we are no longer doing AS/A2s in English: there will be no external 
examination at the end of Year 12. Those who choose to do English join a two-year 
course, structured very like the old A Level system. 
 
We have chosen this option in reaction to our own, and to universities’, dissatisfaction 
with the new specifications for English Literature at this level which do not, so we 
and the universities believe, prepare students adequately for university study. 
 
The Pre-U course is radical and challenging and will allow us to develop in our 
students a real insight into literature. 
 
The course is assessed through four components, three examination papers and one 
coursework submission, each being of equal value, all assessed at the end of Year 13. 
 
PAPER 1 – Poetry and Prose 
Candidates will study one poetry text and one prose text, one of which will have been 
written before, and one written after, 1900. 
The poets offered for selection include Geoffrey Chaucer, Andrew Marvell, Alexander 

Pope, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, T. S. Eliot, Elizabeth Bishop, Sylvia Plath and 

Derek Walcott. 

The novels offered for selection include works by Daniel Defoe, Jane Austen, George 

Eliot, Thomas Hardy, Edith Wharton, D.H.Lawrence, J.M.Coetzee and Virginia 

Woolf. 

This paper will be assessed by means of a two-hour closed text examination. (“Closed 
text” means that candidates will not be able to take texts into the examination with 
them.) 
  

PAPER 2 – Drama 
Candidates will study two plays, one by Shakespeare and another by one of the 
following dramatists: John Webster, William Wycherley, Harold Pinter or Brian 

Friel. 

This paper will be assessed by means of a two-hour closed text examination. 
 
 
 



 39 

PAPER 3 – Comment and Analysis 
Candidates will sit a two and a quarter hour examination in which they will write a 
comparative essay on two texts, and another essay on a choice of texts (poetry, prose 
or drama). All texts on this paper will be unseen; in other words, the candidates will 
not have seen or studied them before the examination. This paper is designed to test 
the wider skills and appreciation of literature the candidates will have developed over 
the course. 
 
PAPER 4 – Personal Investigation 
Candidates, under the direction of their teacher, will write an essay of between 3,000 
and 3,500 words, exploring, by way of comparison of two authors, a genre or topic in 
literature. The essay will be sent to the board for external marking. 
 
Success in this examination will be recorded at Pass, Merit or Distinction, each of 
which will be divided into three levels. The lowest level of Distinction will be 
equivalent to an A grade pass in current A Levels, with two higher levels to allow 
universities to identify clearly the higher achievements of the most able candidates. 
 

* 
 
This course is significantly less crowded than the AS/A2 courses, allowing candidates 
to develop knowledge and understanding of texts and their contexts in depth, and to 
develop their personal approaches. Papers 3 and 4 particularly will reward those who 
are independent readers; indeed, the basis of the whole course will be the 
encouragement of an active engagement in reading and responding to literature. An 
enthusiasm for reading is therefore crucial: the development of such an enthusiasm is 
a sound basis for success in this course. 
 
We are very excited by the opportunities offered by this new syllabus. It has received 
certification by the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA), and all the major 
universities (the Russell Group and others) have accepted its validity with alacrity. 
Our contacts at Warwick University, for example, have been strongly supportive of 
our move to the new examination. 
 
To be without the inconvenience of a public examination at the end of Year 12 is a 
great advantage. We are very grateful for the opportunity to teach a full two-year 
course, confident that candidates will not only achieve their full potential in terms of 
the final result, but also be better prepared for the academic challenges of university 
with this qualification. 
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FRENCH 

 
Awarding Body:  Pre-U Cambridge 
GCSE recommendation: A*/A 
 
The aim of the syllabus is to enable candidates to develop the language skills needed 
for effective, sophisticated communication in French and to provide them with an 
opportunity to gain an insight into contemporary French-speaking societies around the 
world.   
 
In addition to practising listening and reading, particular attention will be paid to the 
promotion of accuracy and wealth of structures in the more active speaking skills.  
Candidates will be encouraged to learn vocabulary in context by engaging personally 
and building up a portfolio of authentic articles on current affairs. 
 
Scheme of Assessment 
 
All papers below to be taken at the completion of the 2 year course (End of yr 13) 
 
1 

 
Speaking 

 
16 mins 

 
25% 

 
Externally assessed 

 
2 

 
Reading and Listening 

 
2hrs 15mins 

 
25% 

 
Externally set and marked 

 
3 

 
Writing and usage 

 
2hrs 15mins 

 
25% 

 
Externally set and marked 

 
4 

 
Topics and Texts 

 
2hrs 30mins 

 
25% 

 
Externally set and marked 

 
Reporting of Achievement 
 
Achievement is reported on a scale of nine grades: 
D1 (Distinction 1), D2, D3          M1 (Merit 1), M2, M3           P1 (Pass 1), P2, P3 
 
The grade D1 reports achievement above the new A* grade.  The intention is to 
differentiate more finely and extend reporting at the top end, while keeping the 
grading scale accessible to the full range of ability currently achieving passes at A 
level. 
 
Short Course 
 
There is also a Short Course Certificate which is a stand alone certificate to be taken 
after one year of post-GCSE study (End of Yr 12), and it is intended for those 
candidates who may not wish to complete the two year Pre-U programme.   It is 
certificated separately.  The emphasis will be on effective communication, 
grammatical accuracy and basic awareness of societies where the target language is 
spoken. 
 
Full syllabus details are at www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu  
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GENERAL STUDIES 
    
Awarding Body:   AQA 
 
General Studies is one of the ways in which the academic curriculum is broadened. 
 
Students take General Studies or Critical Thinking in the Lower Sixth; some do 
manage to take both.  During the Lower Sixth students have two lessons a week.  The 
sessions are a carousel with several members of staff concentrating on different topics 
of the AS Course. 
 
 
AS General Studies builds upon the base of knowledge acquired through studying a 
broad range of subjects at GCSE.  Students will discuss the nature of knowledge, truth 
and belief; analyse data; information, ideas, options and argument; examine questions, 
form values, make judgements and draw conclusions. 
 
The AS examination is taken at the end of Year 12 and is divided into the following 
areas: 
 
 Paper 1 Culture and Society 
 Paper 2 Science and Society 
  
Each paper is 1½ hours. 
 
The papers are a combination of objective tests (multiple choice) and essay questions. 
 
In the Upper Sixth there are 2 lessons a week working towards the A2 General 
Studies examination.  During the year each student will have contact with 8 different 
members of staff who will cover different areas of the specifications.  
 
At A2 the students further develop the themes and concepts studied at AS.  They are 
expected to make informed judgements and reach justified conclusions.  Students are 
expected to demonstrate an understanding of how values can influence judgements. 
 

Paper 3 Culture and Society  
 Paper 4 Science and Society 
  
Papers 3 and 4 are 2 hours. 
 
Paper 4 has one section on the pre-released case study material. 
 
 
This examination has become recognised by an increasing number of universities as a 
valuable additional GCE Advanced Course.  Keeping abreast with topical issues is a 
vital part of the course.    
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GEOGRAPHY 
 
Awarding Body:  AQA 
GCSE Recommendations:  Minimum B grade in Geography 
 
Why choose Geography? 
 
Contemporary geography is a subject which explicitly engages with the 
relationship of human populations to each other over space and time, and their 
relationship with their physical environment at a variety of scales from the local 
to the global. 
Geography is a most versatile subject that combines well with a variety of other 
subjects both sciences and arts. It will help you develop excellent, transferable 
skills for a flexible career path and as such those with geography qualifications 
are in great demand by employers. 
 
There will be a week long residential field trip to the Cranedale Field Study Centre in 
North Yorkshire which runs tailor-made courses for schools to meet their own 
examination requirements. 
 
The new AQA specification options offered by KES are as follows: 
 
AS Examination 
 
Unit 1 (GEOG 1) 
Physical and Human Geography  
Rivers, floods and management and coastal environments 
Population change and energy issues 
[2 hours - Structured short and extended questions] 
 
Unit 2  (GEOG 2) 
Geographical Skills 
Based on the content of unit 1 
[1 hour – structured skills and generic fieldwork questions] 
 
A2 Examination 
 
Unit 3 (GEOG 3) 
Contemporary Geographical Issues 
Plate tectonics and associated hazards, Ecosystems: Change and Challenge 
World cities, development and globalisation 
[2.5 hours – structured short and extended questions and an essay] 
 
Unit 4 (GEOG 4A) 
Geographical Fieldwork Investigation 
[1.5 hours – candidates write up their own personal fieldwork investigation and use this to 
analyse and evaluate their own data and results in response to the questions set in a written 
examination.] 
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The new specification for 2008 has been designed to increase the choice offered to 
students, allowing for specialisation and progression to higher education and 
employment. There will be a natural progression from GCSE to GCE, ensuring a 
development of content. Students will be given the opportunity to develop fieldwork 
skills and study geographical issues and impacts. 
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GERMAN 

 
 
Awarding Body:  Cambridge Pre-U, Various 
GCSE recommendation: A*, or A 
 
The German Department at KES tries to offer an individual approach to examination 
entry. Boys who are deemed capable will in future undertake the Pre-U examination, 
a two year course with examinations at the end of the course. Other boys may be 
better suited to the AS/A2 examination system. 
 
Cambridge Pre-U 
 
Unit 1  Speaking 
Unit 2  Reading and Listening 
Unit 3  Writing and Usage 
Unit 4  Cultural Topics and Texts 
 
The Pre-U specification provides: 
 

• Excellent preparation for a study of German at University level. 
• Academic rigour 
• Emphasis on grammatical development 
• Study of Literature and Film   

 
As previously mentioned, with the recent changes to the A-level syllabus the German 
Department continues to review which course is most suitable for KES pupils. 
However all AS/A2 courses follow the same general format: 
 
AS Examination 
 
Unit 1  Speaking 
Unit 2   Listening Reading and Writing 
 
A2 Examination 
 
Unit 3   Speaking and Reading 
Unit 4   Listening, Reading and Writing 
 
 
All boys are expected to develop independence in their learning at A-Level. A 
dedicated resource area is now available to boys and includes satellite television, 
films, books, magazines and various listening materials. 
 
Boys will also undertake a reading of literature as part of their studies. Each boy is 
also encouraged to undertake work experience in Germany, whilst other opportunities 
that have arisen in previous years include residential theatre trips to see the play 
studied at A2. 
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HISTORY 

 
 
Awarding Body:  AQA 
GCSE Recommendation:  A* or A.  In exceptional circumstances an able student 
who has not previously studied the subject may be allowed to do so. 
 
 
At A level students are taught a balance of modern and early modern/medieval 
History.  This provides an interesting contrast and a good grounding for those wishing 
to study the subject further at university. 
 
Students cover Units 1 and 2 in their first year and Units 3 and 4 at A2.   
 
AS 
 
Unit 1:   Britain 1483-1529  
 
Unit 2:  The USA and Vietnam 1961-1975 
 
A2 
 
Unit 3:  Elizabeth I 1547-1603 
 
Unit 4:  Coursework:  Russia 1855-1956  
 
 
At A level students will develop essay writing, reading and source analysis skills.  
Students will follow up class work with their own independent study and should 
therefore enjoy reading around the subject.  
 
History allows students to develop excellent skills of debate, analysis, research and 
writing.  As such it offers openings to a wide variety of careers.   
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LATIN 

 
 
Awarding Body:  OCR 
GCSE Recommendation:  A* / A in Latin 
 
 
 
Course Outline 
 
Latin may be studied at AS and A2 level. All students are examined on their ability to 
translate from Latin into English and in their understanding and appreciation of 
selected works of literature. Popular authors studied include Cicero, Livy, Ovid and 
Virgil. Reading is designed to develop knowledge of myth, history and culture as well 
as appreciation of literary style and linguistic proficiency. 
 
Assessment 
 
Assessment is by written examination.  
 
At the end of Year 12 candidates sit two units of the AS course. It may also be 
possible to combine one Latin unit with one Classical Civilisation unit to form a 
combined Classics course. If a candidate chooses to re-sit a unit, the higher grade will 
count towards the final result.  
 
Unit 1:  AS Latin Language 
Unit 2:  AS Latin Verse and Prose Literature 
 
At the end of Year 13 candidates sit the two units of the A2 course. 
 
Unit 3:  A2 Latin Verse 
Unit 4:  A2 Latin Prose 
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MATHEMATICS 

 
Awarding Body: AQA 
GCSE Recommendation: A*, or A at higher tier GCSE 
 
 
 
Style of Course 
 
The course reflects the view that as well as a subject which can be studied and 
enjoyed for its own sake, mathematics can also be used to model and solve problems 
in the real world. The pure mathematics modules will develop the skills and 
techniques necessary to manipulate and solve mathematically formulated problems. 
We trust that our students will develop an understanding of coherence and progression 
which will enable them to see ways in which mathematical reasoning can be used to 
inter-relate different areas of mathematics. 
 
In order to allow students to apply mathematics in contexts that interest them, initially 
two options are offered. 
 
The statistics modules illustrate the application of mathematical probability to the 
drawing of inferences from data. The mechanics modules allow students to apply 
mathematics to physical problems. This involves abstraction from a real-world 
situation to a mathematical description, selecting and using an appropriate model. 
 
Some students turn to a study of decision mathematics which includes investigating 
networks, algorithms and linier programming. 
 
Opportunities for alternative studies in mathematics:  perhaps Further 
Mathematics, A Level Statistics, a single AS or an extra AS.  (Arrangements will be 
made for individual students, as appropriate.) 
 
Structure of the Examination 
GCE Advanced courses comprise six assessment units, three for AS and three for A2. 
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MUSIC 

 
Awarding Body:  OCR 
GCSE Recommendation:    A*, A 
 
 
Requirements 
 
Pupils studying Music in the Sixth Form are expected to play a full part in the life of 
the department.  The life of the department is very full and rewarding indeed and 
Sixth Formers have the opportunity to take the lead in some ensembles. 
 
To be able to succeed at AS and A2 Music we ask pupils to have gained at least a 
grade B at GCSE and to have passed ABRSM (or equivalent) Grade IV on their first 
instrument.  Candidates aiming for the highest grades will generally have gained an A 
at GCSE and a good Grade VI pass on their first instrument. 
 
Structure of the course 
 
The AS and A2 music courses have three modules in each year, unlike most GCE 
Advanced Courses.  These units reflect the structure of music across pupils’ school 
experiences thus far, being divided into Composing (90 UMS per year), Historical 
and Analytical Study (90 UMS per year) and Performing (120 UMS per year). 
 
AS 
 
Composition: Some free composition and some stylistic composition will be  
  practised throughout the course and a portfolio will be submitted. 
H&A Study: Examined by a 1hr 45min paper including CD extracts, with set works 
  from important orchestral works and jazz; knowledge of the music  
  (including compositional techniques) and its context are required. 
Performance: Candidates perform a solo recital and in an ensemble (or a recital on 
  another instrument).  There is also a discussion of the solo recital with 
  the examiner. 
 
A2 
 
Composition: Some free composition and some stylistic composition at a higher level 
  than AS will be practiced throughout the course and a portfolio will be 
  submitted as before.  
H&A Study: Again, examined by a 1hr 45min papers in the familiar format.  The 
  paper is divided into aural extracts and historical topics; the historical 
  topic taught at  KES in the last year was Music and the Stage, including 
  Purcell, Wagner and Bernstein. 
Performance: Assessed by a longer recital than at AS, with a discussion of issues  
  presented by the repertory and/or instrument selected, as before. 
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PHYSICS 

 
Awarding Body:   AQA 
GCSE Recommendation: A* or A 
 
 
Physics courses at 16+ are in-depth extensions of GCSE Physics.  The topics studied 
are:  Particle Physics, Mechanics, Waves, Electricity, Electromagnetism, Heat 
Materials, Fields and Atomic Physics.  Many of these topics will have been started at 
GCSE level and every effort is made to ensure that the transition is a smooth one. 
 
In common with GCSE, a strong emphasis is placed on practical work.  Topics are 
introduced and developed through practical work.  Theory is developed in parallel 
with this and there is an emphasis on understanding and applying physical principles 
throughout the course. 
 
The topics studied are: 
 
AS Examination 
 
Unit 1 PHYA1 Particles, Quantum Phenomena and Electricity 
 
Unit 2  PHYA2 Mechanics, Materials and Waves 
 
Unit 3 PHYA3 Investigative and Practical Skills in AS Physics 
 
A2 Examination  
 
Unit 4  PHYA4 Fields and Further Mechanics 
 
Unit 5 PHYA5C Section A:  Nuclear and Thermal Physics 
   Section B:  Applied Physics 
 
Unit 6 PHYA6 Investigative and Practical Skills in A2 Physics 
 
Clearly there is much variety here – a good mixture of Basic Physics, Applied Physics 
(with Engineering links) and Contemporary Physics (including newer topics such as 
Nuclear and Particle Physics). 
 
Modules are taken in the January and June of each year. 
 
Mathematical skills which are essential are the ability to apply simple algebra with 
ease.  Supplementary mathematics is provided as the need arises. 
 
The department has been successful in preparing the students for places at Oxbridge.  
This advanced Physics prepares students well for Physics Olympiad and as a 
transition to University studies in Physics and Engineering. 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES   
(Philosophy and Ethics) 

 
Awarding Body:  OCR 
GCSE Recommendation: A* or A in RS 
 
 
Philosophy of Religion explores such questions as “Does God exist?”, “Is there life 
after death?” and “Why is there suffering in the world?”.  Ethical questions include; 
“What is duty?” and “Is there a universal moral law?”. 
 
Students usually choose A Level RS because they have an enquiring mind, and enjoy 
debating the issues.  The subject naturally combines well with other essay subjects 
such as English and History, but it also complements the Sciences and Creative 
subjects. 
 
A good grade in A Level RS provides a useful background to all sorts of further 
education and career choices, including Law, Journalism, Politics and Medicine. 
 
 
AS Religious Studies 
 
Unit 1:  Philosophy of Religion   Unit 2:  Religious Ethics 
 
• Ancient Greek influences   • Ethical theories 
• Judaeo-Christian influences   • Applied ethics topics 
• Arguments for the existence of God 
• Challenges to religious belief 
 
 
A2 Religious Studies 
 
Unit 1:  Philosophy of Religion   Unit 2:  Religious Ethics 
 
• Religious language    • Meta-ethics 
• Experience and Religion   • Free Will & Determinism 
• Nature of God     • Conscience 
• Life and Death    • Virtue ethics 
• Miracle     • Applied ethics topics 
 
 
For more information contact:  beavan.j@we-learn.com  /  miller.r2@we-learn.com  
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SPANISH 
 
GCSE Recommendation:  A*, A  
 
 
Spanish is the third most spoken language in the world, being spoken in most of South 
America and many parts of Asia as well as in Spain.  Spain’s membership of the European 
Union has given the language an even greater importance in areas such as commerce, banking 
and tourism.  In addition, the Spanish speaking world has an enormously rich history, culture 
and literature. 
 
AS and GCE Advanced courses build on those skills developed at GCSE level, ie Listening, 
Speaking, Reading and Writing. Practical communication is practised although the 
importance of grammatical accuracy is also stressed. 
 
Towards the end of the Lower Sixth all candidates will take two modules: 
 
• An oral test conducted by the candidate’s own teacher.  This test consists of an extended 

role play followed by a presentation and discussion of a topic of the candidate’s choice. 
 
• A mixed-skill language paper, testing the skills of reading, listening and writing as well as 

the candidate’s knowledge of grammatical structure. 
 
These form the basis for assessment at AS level.  Those candidates continuing to A2 will 
prepare for a further two modules in the Upper Sixth: 
 
• A final oral examination. 
 
• A further mixed-skill language examination. 
 
The use of spoken Spanish is encouraged throughout the course and all students have a 
weekly class with a Spanish assistant on an individual basis.  In 2003 and 2005 Sixth Form 
students undertook a week’s work experience in Spain, staying with Spanish host families; we 
hope that this will be repeated in future years.   


